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Central  Hills  Retreat  open  for  business 


Editor 


Central  Hills  Retreat  passed  its  first  big 
test  since  a  direct  strike  by  a  large  tornado 
on  January  1  prompted  a  major  repair  and 
renovation  program  at  the  Mississippi 


VICKSBURG,  Ms.  (Special) 
—  Warren  Association  in 
Vicksburg  will  be  collecting 
cleaning  supplies  and  person¬ 
al  items  to  h  ?lp  victims  of  the 
Great  Flood  ot  2011.  The  sup¬ 
plies  and  items  will  be  accept¬ 
ed  from  9  am.  -  2p.m.  on 
Monday  through  Thursday 
through  the  month  on  June  at 
the  association  office  at  3040- 
B  Indiana  Avenue  in 
Vicksburg.  The  supplies  will 
be  distributed  from  the  asso¬ 
ciation  office  beginning  June 
1.  Proof  of  address  by  a  utility 
bill  or  driver's  license  will  be 
required.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  contact  the  association 
office  at  (601)  638-2142.  E- 
mail:  wyba@att.net. 


participants  at  Central  Hills  Retreat  on  May 


and  bacon  prepared  on  top  of  a  coffee  can  with  a 
«■  Can.  Event  coordinators  reported  a  rise  in  atten- 
ig  event  held  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist  facility  since 


tor  of  Lad  /  Crusader  Da; 
tered  attendance  of  233' 
rise  of  about  30  partic 
past  several  years.  The 


ido  caused  major  damage.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


a  January 


continuing  around  the  camp,  we  moved 
the  events  to  the  park  at  the  lake,  and  I 
think  everyone  enjoyed  being  over  there 
around  the  water/  he  said. 

The  boys  tested  their  archery  skills,  and 
raced  model  cars  inside  a  nearby  building. 


Blue  Mountain  College  President  Coward  announces  retirement 

BLUE  MOUNTAIN  Ms  (Special)  —  Bettye  rrnHmmDnrk  ment  as  we  continue  with  the  on-line  courses,  and  expanded  its  intercollegiate 
Rogers  Coward,  die  first  female  president  of  Blue  [  1  initiatives  underway  and  athletic  program  from  two  to  seven  sports. 

Mountain  College  (BMC),  has  announced  her  pave  the  wav  for  new  leader-  Dr.  Coward  has  served  Blue  Mountain  College 

retirement  effective  June  30,  2012,  bringing  to  close  ship.  I  look  forward  to  work-  this  past  decade  wiffi  distmctioiv  Mid  Carl  White, 

a  45-year  career  in  higher  education  Qiat  also  mg  with  our  constituents  to  chair  of  the  BMC  board  of  trustees  and  senior  pas- 

included  thirty  years  at  Mississippi  College  in  .1  make  good  things  happen  for  tor  of  Highland  Church  in  Mendian  Shehasbans- 

Clinton,  one  year  at  the  University  of  Mississippi  Hi  4ft.  Blue  Mountain  College."  formed  every  aspect  of  Blue  Mountain  College.  It 

in  Oxford,  and  three  years  at  St.  Mary's  Dominican  VI  W  Since  Coward's  arrival  at  has  been  an  honor  to  serve  with  her  as  a  member  of 

College  in  New  Orleans.  1  _ _  '  1  the  historically  female  insti-  theboardoftrustees.Iamlookingforwardtowork- 

"K  has  been  a  wonderful  opportunity  to  serve  1  tution  in  2001,  BMC  has  ing  with  her  through  the  end  of  the  next  school  ^ear 

Blue  Mountain  College,"  said  Coward,  who  noted  Ak  Jm  I  become  fully  co-educational  ^  wish  for  her  every  happiness  in  ffie  future, 
that  she  and  her  husband  Tom  look  forward  to  I  and  seen  its  enrollment  near-  We  are  at  a  wonderful  juncture  at  the  College, 

spending  more  time  With  their  two  grandchildren.  l*  double  BMC  has  not  only  Coward  said.  The  hrrung  could  not  be  better  for 

"^continue  to  enjov  good  health  and  the  College  is  increased  enrollment  but  also  new  and  exciting  leadership.  So  many  mibatives 

moving  forward,  sometimes  at  warp  speed,  it  Coward  ■«  its  donor  base  expand  sue  already  underway  and  others  are  planned  for 

see  -ns,  and  we  have  made  great  progress  toward  significantly.  The  institution  file  near  future.  _ 

realizing  the  VISION  for  theCoIlege.  has  undergone  an  extensive  A  presidential  search  committee  has  been  estab- 

"I  wifi  do  whatever  I  can  to  support  the  mission  campus  renovation  and  beautification  program,  lished.  Information  regarding  the  application 
and  a  hew  vision  for  this  institution.  Meanwhile,  increased  faculty  and  staff,  added  a  graduate  pro-  process  will  be  announced  later  and  wifi  be  avail- 
this  next  academic  year  will  have  my  full  involve-  gram,  grown  its  business  degree  program,  offered  able  on  the  college  web  site:  www.bmc.edu. 


©Judgment  Day 
May  21 ,  2011 


The  fascination  with  end  times 


NAMB 


prepare  to  combine  resources 


I — I  got  it  wrong,  again.  The 
■L  -L  Rapture  didn't  occur  on 
May  21,  as  he  so  boldly  predict¬ 
ed.  The  obscure  radio  and 
Internet  evangelist  and  dedicat¬ 
ed  numerologist  from  Oakland, 
Ca„  did  manage  to  frighten  a 


Editor's 

Notebook 


BAPTISTS 


»•  I  on  earth.  It  is  a  fascinating 

I  Jop‘c;  to  be  sure,  but  one  that 
**as  led  many  people  astray. 

- ^  ~~B  Here  are  two  examples  among 

hundreds,  if  not  thousands- 

William  Miller  (1782-1849),  an  American  Baptist  preacher  uti- 
1  Old  Testament  prophecies  to  predict  the  Rapture  would 
it  during  October  1844.  The  failure  of  Jesus  to  appear  as  Miller 
predicted  became  known  as  the  Great  Disappointment  and 
iv  believers  fell  away.  Undaunted,  Miller  followed  up  with 
her  Rapture  prediction  that  also  turned  out  not  to  be  true. 
Many  of  us  are  old  enough  to  remember  the  uproar  caused 
16:22  and  by  former  NASA  engineer  Edgar  Whisenant  (1932-2001),  who 
wrote  88  Reasons  Why  the  Rapture  Will  Be  in  1988.  So  confi¬ 
dent  was  Whisenant  that  he  was  widely  quoted  as  saying 
"Only  if  the  Bible  is  in  error  am  I  wrong."  (He  was,  and  tire 
Bible  isn't.)  When  his  prediction  did  not  compel  Jesus  to  return 
that  year,  Whisenant  issued  other  pronouncements  that  He 
would  return  in  1989,  1993,  and  1994. 

David  Allen,  dean  of  Southwestern  Seminary's  school  of  theolo¬ 
gy,  told  Baptist  Press  that  when  faced  with  Jesus'  words  and 
Camping's  latest  contradicton'  claims,  hell  trust  Jesus. 

“Jesus  said  no  one  knows  the  day  or  the  hour  of  His  return.  I  sus¬ 
pect  Jesus  knows  more  about  this  than  anyone  from  Family  Radio 
I  find  it  is  always  better  to  trust  the  Bible  on  these  filings  than  peo¬ 
ple  who  do  and  say  firings  directly  contradictory  to  the  Bible.,r 


The  Second 
Front  Page 


Camping's  prediction! _  sf, _ ... 

and  at  least  one  per- 

son  turned  down  a  medical  school  admission  so  she 
could  prepare  for  Christ's  Second  Coming. 

Alas,  it  didn't  happen.  "I  hope  that  Rev.  Harold 
Camping  is  right  that  Jesus  and  Judgment  Day  are  com¬ 
ing  on  May  2. 


SHARING  STRATEGIES 


state  conventions,  and  the  North 
iginj^unreached  people  groups  in 


„  „  Maranatha  —  even  now,  come  Lord 

Jesus!"  Steve  Lemke,  provost  of  New  Orleans  Seminary, 
told  Baptist  Press  a  few  days  before  the  prediction  was  to 
pass.  Referencing  both  1  Corinthians  T 
Revelation  22:20,  Lemke  said,  "However  he  is  probably 
wrong,  as  he  has  been  wrong  before.  Since  Scripture  tells 
us  that  no  one  knows  the  day  and  hour  of  Christ's  return 
(Matthew  24:36  and  Mark  13:32),  Camping's  prediction 
makes  May  21  one  of  the  least  likely  days  for  file  return  of  Christ" 
This  wasn't  the  first  Rapture  flop  for  Camping,  age  89.  He 
also  calculated  that  the  world  as  we  know  it  would  end  in 
September  1994.  Apparently,  it  didn't. 

The  web  site  for  Family  Radio,  the  name  of  Camping's  ministry, 
states  that  he  received  a  oS.  degree  in  Civil  Engineering  from  the 
University  of  California  at  Berkeley  in  1942  and  went  into  the  con¬ 
struction  business.  He  and  his  family  were  lifelong  members  of  the 
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roundtable  session,  "but  there's  engage  them  with  the  Gospel, 
never  been  a  better  time  to  start  churches  and  make  dis¬ 
engage  New  York  and  North  ciples  among  them." 

American  cities,  because  that's  It's  an  overwhelming  task 
where  God  is  at  work."  even  for  a  passionate  advocate 

Another  example  is  Gwinnett  like  Bush,  a  former  IMB  mis- 
County  in  Georgia,  once  primari-  sionary  to  the  Russian  megacity 
ly  rural  and  now  a  part  of  sprawl-  of  Moscow.  He  also  teaches 
ing  urban  /  suburban  greater  urban  ministry  at  Southern 
Atlanta.  Gwinnett's  population  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky. 
nearly  doubled  to  more  than  "One  of  toe  challenges  is  simply 
800,000  between  2000  and  2010.  identifying  [the  different  people 
The  county  plays  host  to  some  groups]  and  understanding 
1,400  technology  companies,  who  they  are,"  Bush  said, 
many  of  them  global  corpora-  The  roundtable  participants 
dons  with  substantial  numbers  of  discussed  the  massive  research 
international  employees.  task,  as  well  as  available  and 

"Within  a  20-minute  drive  of  needed  tools  and  resources, 
our  church,  we've  got  26  obstacles  to  effective  outreach 
mosques  and  Islamic  centers,"  inside  and  outside  churches, 
said  Troy  Bush,  minister  of  evan-  how  to  build  networks  and 
gdism  and  missions  at  Cross  partnerships,  and  ways  IMB 
Pointe  Church  in  Duluth,  a  sub-  missionaries  and  strategists 
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ad  vice  for  all  of  us. 


tve  a  confession — I  failed  as 
parent  to  prepare  my  chil- 


Guest  Opinion 


with  Christ.  Some  of  these 
students  will  become  church 
planters,  missionaries,  pas¬ 
tors,  youth  pastors,  and  semi- 


f  a  parent  to  prepare  my  <hil- 
JL  dren  to  defend  toeir  Christian 
faith.  My  failure  is  especially 
embarrassing,  because  I’m  a 


Reviving 

apologetics 

By  Mike  Licona 
Alpharetta,  Ga. 
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However;  if  we  neglect  famil¬ 
iarizing  our  college  students  with 
j  apologetics  now,  will  we  find  far 
fewer  members  in  SBC  churches 
20  years  fawn  now?  From  where 
will  our  next  generation  of 
church  leaders  come? 

“""J  The  North  American 
Mission  Board  has  created  free 
ns  have  apologetics  resources.  At 
mcemed  4truth.net,  viewers  have  access 
campus  to  nearly  200  articles  and  can 
listen  to  more  than  a  dozen 
interviews  with  leading  schol¬ 
ars  and  scientists.  Most  of  the 
articles  are  available  in  five  lan¬ 
guages.  We  recently  posted  a 
five-part  video  series  with  dis¬ 
cussion  questions  for  use  by 
groups  and  individuals  on  the 
topic  of  the  historical  evidence 
for  Jesus’  resurrection. 

NAMB  also  has  a  certifica¬ 
tion  program  in  apologetics. 
Church  planters,  pastors,  and 
campus  ministry  leaders  can 
benefit  from  nearly  a  year's 
supply  of  free  PowerPoint  pre¬ 
sentations  on  apologetics  top¬ 
ics  we  have  created  for  them. 
Contact  your  state  director  of 
evangelism  for  information  on 
how  to  obtain  these. 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 


the  remarkable  historical,  sden- 
tific,  and  philosophical  evidence 
supporting  the  truth  of  the 
Christian  faith. 

1  equip  Christians  with  evi-  quately  to  withstand  the  at 
dence  so  they  may  have  a  on  their  faith  they  would  ex 
strengthened  faith  they  can  share  ence  when  they  went  off  tc 
confidently  with  others.  Through  lege?  Yes  —  but  the  buck  i 
lectures  and  public  debates,  I  also  with  Dad.  I  failed  and  I  adm 
challenge  seekers  of  truth  to  give  embarrassed  because,  of  all 
toe  evidence  a  fair  look  and  pie,  the  children  of  an  apol 
become  a  Christ  follower.  should  know  the  evident 

Yet,  I  never  equipped  my  University  campuses _ 

own  children.  There  were  two  growing  increasingly  hostile  of  cfa 
reasons  whv.  I'm  not  discount-  toward  evangelical  students.  A  was  t 
mg  a  bu  of  lazmess  on  my  part,  2007  report  by  two  Jewish  of  the 
but  •“*  I  have  always  researchers  found  a  strong  bias  semes 

fwth  °f  °^r  chUdren  against  evangeLu-al  students  at  what 
to  be  their  own  Mid  not  ours,  secular  universities.  More  than  same 
and  we  madetoe  huge  mistake  1,200  faculty  members  from  asked 
yemtti  pastors  712  colleges  and  universities  studei 
would  occasionally  touch  on  w  _re  interviewed  pertaining  to  Jews? 
Chnstian  evidences.  ^  their  feelings  towardvariSus  Ubrfe 

1  was  shocked  about  two  religious  followers.  Semih 

Leare,a8Twhe? 1  both  of  _  fte  results  were  alarming.  foi^S 
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1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  yau. 
(I  have  sinned.)  , 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  mar 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  top/ 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jeans 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  iff 
receive  Christ  as  my  Sobtnr 
and  Lord.) 

" But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  Hie  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  oho 
believe  in  his  name.  ’  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  M 
local  Baptist  church  for  spintu- 
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BAPTIST  RECORD,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
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address  changes  to:  The  Editor, 
BAPTIST  RECORD,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 

Tel:  (601)  968-3800 
Fax:  (601)  292-3330 
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id  instead 


Convention  Bond,  515  Mississippi  street. 
Jackson.  MS  39201.  Subscription  110.35  per 
year  payable  In  atkance.  Economy  plans 
available  for  coopeming  M’sshdppi  chuKhes. 
Betkxfcah  postage  paid  at  Jackson,  MS 
Mender,  Association  oi  Stale  BaptfJ  Papers. 


Members  of  Providence  Church,  Marietta,  Ga.,  bring  their  Mississippi 
work  to  a  dose  with  the  organization  of  an  African-American  Southern 
Baptist  Church  in  Meridian.  The  church  was  organized  Sunday,  May  5 
after  revival  services  were  held  on  Saturuay  and  Sunday. 


Licona  is  the  apologetics  coordi¬ 
nator  at  the  North  American 
Mission  Board  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  headquartered 
in  Alpharetta,  Ga. 


uous  growth  in  a  vibrant  walk 


May  26,  2011 


May  26, 2011 


Ri  vivals  am)  Homecomings 


FLOWOOD  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IS 
SEEKING  A  Bl- VOCATIONAL  OR 
PART-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER  to 
wojk  with  both  the  children's  division 
ana  the  Youth  division  as  a  coordinator 
not  necessarily  a  teacher.  Please  send 
rraumes  to  Fbwood  Baptist  Church, 
1649  Old  Fanni-  Road,  Fkrwood,  MS 
39232.  For  further  information  you 
may  call  601-992-6464. 
NFWT5ICHT  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
BROOKHAVEN,  MS.  IS  SEEKINC  A  Bl- 
VOCATKJNAL  MUSIC  DIRECTOR. 
Send  resumes  lo:  Charlotte  Newell,  1017 
Common  Street.  Wesson,  Ms.  39191  or 
email  to  wandiar23530att.net. 

IN  1 1 UPRISE  BAPTIST  CHJSCK  TN 
ENTERPRtSE,  MS  IS  ACCEPTING 
RESUMES'  FOR  A  FULL-TIME 


IONG  DISTANCE.  Spotless  driving  record.  ?•**}•'  ®enl  Direct  from  Christian 
I  have  many  years  of  etmerience  doing  this.  ™nily  Owners.  Lowest  Prices  on  the 

Please  call  Leo  Heller  601  -594-3280  Summer  Special  4  Nights  Eff  Unit 

Mi  UUAkiti  ioNVENTlON  June  9-TT  9  '**ult5  *  E'ds)  $627  Includes 
201 1  •  Forest  Co.  Multipurpose  Center  in  Eve7?'l'n*V  1  >2  &  3  BeAoom  units  also 
Thure.  6:30pm:  DOVE  Eve"  l»«T  prices  lor  those  in 

BROTHERS,  Chronicle,  Homecoming  FRI  Ministry.  205-556-0368  205-752- 

6pm:  MSQC  Awards,  TaUev  Trio.  B~t  U31  www.gulhhorescondos.com 
fa*.  Cwys-  Sat.lpm-IOpm:  Mark  E^cH'r,Vr??„  NEEDS  TO  TIFT  AWAY 
Trammell  QT  Mike  Bowling  ramBy,  Ric»y  ,ul  CABINS  *  Lake  Lincoln 

Atkinson,  Red  Roots,  Riders,  Others  (AM  Sta“  ***  ««*  nightly  or  $250.00  a 
Talent  Contest)  www.msqca.com  or  601-  Ca"  601-940-6841  or 

466-4343  Ticket  A  RV  information  601-643-881 7 

STAINED  CLASS:  NEW  WINDOWS  J*1, ,  IMF  BBT  RATES  ON: 
AND  REPAIRS.  Hopper  Stained  Class  Peal»h  Insurance  and  Medicare 
Jackson,  601-502-0202.  Supplements.  Call  1-800-541-8196  or 

visit  www.TumerlnsuranceOnllne.com 


IS  SORING  APPLICANTS  FOR  THE  FULL 
TIME  POSITION  OF  CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION  MINISTER  (birth  to  6th 
grade)-  Resumes  may  be  mailed  »  FBC 
MS  391 1 1 


MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  For  detai 
662-265-5367  or  662-2074X166. 


May  26,  201 1 


HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services. 


MISSIONS  CAMP 

_  FOR  GIRLS 


Camp  Caraywa  event  for  girls  who  have  completed  grades  3-6 


June  6-10  June  20-24 
June  13-17  July  4-8 

Cost  is  $1 55  per  camper 
Register  online  at  www.garaywa.org 
or  call  601-924-7034 


GROWINQfHURCHES* 

Spmorad  by  MS  BapM  Convartton  A  North  MS  BaptW  AMOaMom 

Growing  Churches  Conference 

Friday  &  Saturday,  July  29  &  30 , 2011 


'  I 


A 


'ftate  Literacy 

Missions  Conference 

3  ll  July  14-16,  2011 

Crossgates  Baptist  Church,  Brandon 

With  Special  Guest:  Kendale  Moore 
For  more  information  see 
www.mbcb.org/mission_stTategy  /  wmu  /  literacy 
or  call  601-292-3317 


Basic  Workshops  in: 

•  Adult  Reading  & 
Writing 

•  English  as  a  Second 
Language 

•  Bible  Storytelling 
Seminars  on: 

•  Updates 

•  Cultures 

•  Religions 


A  *EA*'*, 


.* 

A- 


LljrAuu/a -e^ 

by  fixing 
our  eyes  on 


Annual  ~ 

Missions  Celebration 

SPONSORED  BY  MISSISSIPPI  WMU 


Crossgates  Baptist  Church,  Brandon 
Friday  and  Saturday.  August  12-13 


»  Celebration 
The  WMU  Annual 
Meeting  will  be  held 
during  the  Friday 
evening  worship  cel¬ 
ebration  held  at 
Crossgates  Baptist 
Church.  This  time  will 
include  missionary 
testimonies,  creative 
theme  interpreta¬ 
tions,  praise  &  wor¬ 
ship  music  and  more. 


»  Training 

Conferences  for  asso- 
ciational  WMU  lead¬ 
ers.  church  missions 
leaders  and  women  's 
ministry  leaders  will 
be  offered  on  both 
Friday  evening  and 
Saturday  morning. 
General  mission:/ 
ministry  conferences 
will  be  offered  for  all 
participants. 


>»  Learn  More 

For  more  information  about 
this  event  contact  Mississippi 
WMU  at  800-748-1651.  or  go 
online  to  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Web  site 
lwww.mbcb.org)  fora 
schedule  and  conference 
list  Search 

event  title  or 
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IBLIOCIPHBU 

'  By  Charles  Mara.  1 932  -  2004 
•  200$ 


MVY  LGYH  OHK  WYL- 
WHYLK  OPZ  OLHYA  AV 
ZLLR  AOL  SHD  VM  AOL 
SVYK,  HUK  AV  KV  PA, 
HUK  AV  ALHJO  PU 
PZYHLS  ZAHABALZ 
HUK  QBKNTLUAZ. 


LGYH  ZLCLU:  ALU 


CJue:G-Z 

Htvt  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  Has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Joshua  One:  Nine 


MS  P 


OSI1IONS 


You  Look  Like  Somebody 

i  It  was  Saturday  morning 
,‘and  I  had  to  run  to  the  grocery 
1  store  to  pick  up  a  couple  ot 
i  things.  It  was  early  enough 
that  the  serious  grocery  shop¬ 
pers  had  not  arrived  and  the 
only  people  there  were  a  few 
of  us  who  were  grabbing  some 
things  and  trying  to  get  out 
When  I  found  die  items  I  need¬ 
ed,  I  went  to  the  checkout 
counter  and  walked  up  behind 
a  lady  who  was  checking  out 
and  about  to  pay  for  her  gro¬ 
ceries.  Realizing  that  some¬ 
body  had  walked  up  behind 
her  in  that  aisle,  she  made  a 
one-second  glance  at  me, 
spoke,  looked  back,  and  then 
quickly  looked  back  again.  She 
smiled,  spoke  again,  and  I 
spoke  to  hier.  The  fist  look  was 
with  a  sense  that,  "Somebody 
is  here  beside  me  so  I  wifi 
speak  and  turn  away."  The  sec¬ 
ond  look  was  a,  "Hi  Neighbor, 

I  did  not  expect  to  see  you  here 
at  the  grocery  store  this  morn¬ 
ing,"  land  of  look. 

At  that  point,  she  was  a  lit¬ 
tle  bit  embarrassed  and 
turned  to  give  me  a  third  look 
and  explain  why  she  was  so 
expressive  and  outgoing  at 
the  second  look.  She  said,  "I 
thought  you  were  some¬ 
body!"  She  turned  back  to  fie 
cashier.  Realizing  fiat  did  not 
sound  altogether  right,  she 
looked  at  me  for  the  fourth 
time  and  said,  "I  mean  I 
thought  that  you  were  some¬ 
body  fiat  I  knew."  All  the 
while,  I  was  standing  'there 
thinking,  “I  am  not  sure  that  I 
know  you,  but  I  am  some¬ 
body."  1  was  thinking  I  know  I 
am  not  fie  governor:  a  celebri¬ 
ty,  or  some  famous  entertain¬ 
er.  but  as  awkward  as  it  was 
for  her  it  was  even  more  so  for 
me.  I  wanted  to  explain  to  her, 
"Ma'am,  I  am  not  a  nobody, 
but  I  am  somebod  "  The 
truth  is  that  everybody  is 

r  _ _ _  _ _ _  _  . 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer  ' 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


She  must  have  heard  my 
thoughts  because  for  a  final 
time  she  turned  and  said, 
"Who  are  you  anyway?"I 
wanted  to  say  just  somebody 
buying  groceries  early  on  a 
Saturday  morning,  but  I  did¬ 
n't.  I  introduced  myself  and 
she  said,  "Oh,  I  know  who 
you  are."  That  led  to  a  con¬ 
versation  about  mutual 
friends  fiat  we  had.  The 
whole  experience  ended  in  a 
positive  conclusion.  She  got 
her  things,  I  paid  for  mine, 
and  I  headed  out  into  fie 
parking  lot  mulling  over  her 
comment,  "You  look  like 
somebody."  It  reminded  me 
that  everyone  is  somebody 
created  by  God.  What  a  sim¬ 
ple  and  yet  profound  truth 
fiat  is  to  recognize  in  each 
other  the  value>  worth,  signif¬ 
icance,  and  amazing  creativ¬ 
ity  of  God  that  everybody  is 
somebody  special.  We  are  not 
just  biological  accidents. 

We  are  creations  of  God 
and  that  makes  us  somebody. 
Whoever  we  are  and  whatev¬ 
er  package  God  put  together 
fiat  formed  us,  we  are  all 
somebody  and  each  of  us  has 
some  deficiencies.  It  is  strange 
how  God  gives  us  gifts  and 
blesses  us  wifi  certain  abili¬ 
ties  and  capabilities.  Most  of 
us  tend  to  focus  on  our  defi¬ 
ciencies.  We  feel  like  we  are 
nobody  because  we  do  not 
have  some  of  fie  things  fiat 
we  see  missing.  For  example, 
body  image  gets  so  much 
attention  in  our  world. 


SB 


shaped  liked  some  other  peo¬ 
ple.  If  we  are  short,  we  proba¬ 
bly  wish  fiat  we  had  more 
height.  If  we  are  really  tall,  we 
may  wish  that  we  were  not  so 
tall  for  that  creates  a  problem. 

Sometimes  if  you  have  a 
brilliant  mind  and  grow  up 
living  only  in  the  world  of 
academics  you  wish  fiat  you 
had  a  little  ability  fiat  is  more 
athletic,  while  others  who 
may  have  great  athletic  skills 
wifi  they  were  a  little  more 
on  the  brainy  side.  Regardless 
of  who  you  are  there  will  be 
someone  else  who  is  brighter: 
better  looking,  foster,  stronger: 
has  a  more  magnificent  per¬ 
sonality,  or  is  more  articulate. 
That  does  not  make  you  a 
nobody  because  you  are 
somebody  created  by  God. 

We  are  not  only  created  by 
God l  but  u>e  are  created  by 
God  for  a  purpose.  Regardless 
of  who  we  are  and  what  we 
are  capable  erf  or  incapable  of, 
God  can  use  us.  He  will  if  we 
will  let  Him.  We  so  often 
underestimate  fie  power  of 
God  to  take  who  we  are  and 
bless  other  folks. 

I  was  visiting  a  school  filled 
with  precious  young  adults,  all 

deficiencies.  As  I  visited  wifi 
them,  one  of  fie  young  men 
said  fiat  he  wanted  to  sing  a 
song.  I  said,  "Absolutely,  come 
on  up  here."  He  stood  up, 
came  over  by  me,  and  started 
singing.  Now  if  it  was  an  actu- 
al  song,  it  was  not  one  that  I 
had 


jesus  i  iove  you.  Jesus,  you 
are  my  Lord."  He  sang  for  sev¬ 
eral  minutes  as  the  entire 
group  watched  and  listened 
attentively.  I  was  engrossed 
wifi  the  words  he  said  and  fie 
way  he  sang  them.  He  finally 
concluded  and  everyone  in  the 


oj/pauucu  ms  ettorts 
and  beautiful  presentation  1 
joined  wifi  all  of  them  because 
his  song  was  a  presentation 
more  to  God  fian  if  was  to  me 
and  my  heart  overflowed 

I  left  thinking  what  a  mae- 
nficent  moment  it  was  and 

what  a  blessing  from  God  to  be 

there  and  to  hear  him  sing  I 
suppose  some  people  might 
have  looked  at  him  and 
thought  that  he  would  never 
be  a  bank  president  or  a  col¬ 
lege  professor.  He  would 
never  work  in  a  space  program 
or  be  a  brilliant  architect  or 
engineer  but  my,  how  this  pre¬ 
cious  young  man  was  able  to 
touch  my  life  and  fie  lives  of 
fie  people  in  that  room. 

You  are  somebody  created 
by  God.  Let  God  use  you  for 
His  purposes  and  live  out  His 
plan  day  by  day  in  your  life 
Every  one  of  us  is  shaped  by 
God  to  be  a  blessing  to  others. 
Probably,  if  we  would  stop 
looking  at  our  imuffidenries 
and  see  His  sufficiency  in  our 
lives,  it  would  make  a  world 
of  difference  day  after  day. 
Remember  the  crowd  of  over 
5,000  men  fiat  was  following 
Jesus?  They  were  weary  and 
hungry  and  there  was  no  way 
to  feed  them.  Well,  there  aid 
not  appear  to  be  any  way  but  a 
lad  was  found  in  fie  midst  of 
fie  crowd  who  had  five  loaves 
and  two  little  fish.  Jesus  said, 
"Bring  them  to  me." 

The  disdples  had  pointed 
out  to  fie  Lord  what  they  had 
and  asked,  "But  what  are  these 
among  so  many?"  Bring  it  to 
Jesus!  They  did  and  He  blessed 
fie  little  lunch,  handed  fie 
morsels  to  His  disciples,  and 
told  them  to  feed  the  crowd. 
They  fed  them  and  fed  them. 
Then  Jesus  said,  "Go  pick  up 
fie  scraps."  Each  one  of  fie 
disciples  brought  back  a  bas¬ 
ketful  of  leftovers. 

Recognize  fie  somebody 

• _ _ R  1  .  _!• 


may  have  an  incredible  sweet 
spirit  She  is  a  somebody  and 
so  is  he.  By  the  way,  you  look 
like  somebody  to  me. 


The  author  can  be  contacted  at 
ifutral@mbcb.org. 


1‘  C1\U^h'  Philadelphia:  Homecoming,  June  12, 

i-ijllj*™-'  Allowed  by  potluck  dinner;  Herschel 
Ktipatnck,  speaker;  Buck  Stovall,  music. 

2  rnnsi?1  S1hurch'  Big  Creek:  Homecoming,  June  5;  special 
Johnny  Heanv  pasto^^  ^  f°'^Wed  by  ^ 

^  witii  S?lutch'  S*3*®  Line:  Homecoming,  June  5;  concert 
NomsJ  10  am"  followed  by  worship  and 

be  rwJjved>dS;  **"  ClhsorK  sPeaker  A  love  offer‘ 

serviced  Church,  Doddsville:  Homecoming,  May  29; 
speaker;'  B^ttlt^tor  ^  hj  Greg  U“et*' 


What  I  teti  you  in  the  darfcness.  speak  in  the  light;  and  what 


ear.  proclaim  upon  the 


Matthew  10:27  NAS 
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"Creating  a  Culture 
of  Growth" 


tnd 

SkilKhops 


August  16-18,  2011 

GARATWA  CAMP  AND  CONFERENCE  CENTER.  CUNTON.  MISS. 

Certification 

The  certification  course  ts  divided  into  six  ttxee-hour  sections 
■  GodS  Call  ■  Leadership  ■  Administration 

•  My  Character  •  Communication  ■  Ministry 

Skiflshops 

Bask  English  and  Church  Financial  Management  skillshops 
offer  in-depth  experiential  treatment  of  specific  areas  of 
office  administration  and  ministry. 


Contact  Kay  McDonnell  at  1-800-740-1651,  cut  305. 
or  601-292-3305  or  kmcdonneil9mbcb.org 


PAST OHS’  WORKSHOP 


jifflMMmfk  - 

« 


August  29 


2011 


to  noon 


Save  the  dates! 


Or.  l  arrv 
LcBlanc,  II 


Larry  LeBlanc  believes  in 

_ L:^  tkwu.a.W 

aiscipiesmp  rnrougn 
leaders  equipped 
according  to  their  gifts, 
public  worship  that  is 
Christ  exalting,  small 
groups  that  focus  on 
relationship  building, 
evangelism  carried  out  in 
missions  and  community 
ministry,  and  church 
government  carried  out 
effectively. 


Baptist 


Led  by 

Larry  LeBlanc,  II 
Pastor,  FBC  Summit 

& 

Israel  Cox,  Pastor 
Crosspoint  Church, 
Gulfport 


Israel  Cox  feels  called  to 
lead  people  into  a 
growing  relationship  with 
Jesus  by  sharing  the 
timeless  truths  of  the  Bible 
in  fresh,  creative  and 
practical  ways.  His 
greatest  desire  is  to  lead 
Crosspoint  Church  to  be  a 
lighthouse  to  the  coast, 
and  a  safe  place  to  bring 
unchurched  friends  and 
neighbors. 


For  more  information  contact  Alan  Woodward 
601.292.3308,  or  awoodward@mbcb.org 
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•  Children  Grades  4-6 

•  Children  s  Bible  Drill 

•  Students  Grades  7-12 


> 
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Teenage  Girls 


the  great,  outdoors,  exploring 
with  missionaries,  recreation, 


o 

r- 


ripnrisdfrn  J>y  llif  Chur rf,  Mu*. >'  Dr'pfirtinr'r* 
Miv.i-.-.iphi  feopli-,1  f  onv»-ntir,n  Eoarr!  ' 
P.O.  i  '  53Cf  ;  inrV-.rm.  MS  3rA?0r.  firj?,0 


June  • 


Ellis ville.  Miss.  («0i)  *77 -sis* 


Storkville,  Miss.  i6a3)  373  S633 

tusl  Soptiil  shunt*  •  I  Ob  lust  lump!  mi  St*  rrt 


Hattirsbuig  Miss.  ,601  naoOSi^N 

FestivcilSouth  ] 

lUtit.i  i  citi  y  41m..  s**  sity  •  4VS  1><*.  .mi  A.  . 


Gulfport,  Miss.  (278  863  S0*>6 

t.KH.  Mi  null  Mil  AuptlSl  ChtH.h  •  7  JO  I 


June  13  Jackson,  Miss,  iset)  «4e-t«oo 

MO***.  “ 


NO  ADMISSION  CHARGE 

A  Mir‘s>ry  c*  Con''Pro*,vp  F'OQ^n1' 
Helpirrr  B'  "C  M.$siss«rr'  r  ri  Wcr!cf  fo  Jesut 


2012  MARGARET  LACKEY 

Statf  missions  Offering  Emphasis 


Cell  to  me  and  I  will  answer  you  and  tell  yon  great 
and  unsearchable  things  you  do  not  hnow. 

Joromiah  33 1 3 


Online  Training 


y^At^  *44?  sa/P/p  /he* h.j  'Fv/Zm  Me,  ah 9 1  will maZs  yew  fishers 
tf  hxen. '  JtoMePiA/e/y  /hey  /efZ/heir  He/s  ahP fp/iweP //it*.. ' 

MA//hete  4:IJ-ZD 


Pray  tar  a  team  of  27  from 

Swm^lwww  BA  trav¬ 
eling  ®8raal  to  mjniaer 


Pray  for  a  team  of  tour 
from  Ogden  *C, 
Bentonia.  trawling  to 
MexjcO^jrtWSlrr  throug 


through 


Pray  for  a  team  of  1 2  from 


Pray  tor  a  team  of  four 

fromMtZtanK, 

Florence ,^s  they  rravet 
Kenya  tdJfltaidenhrou 
a  pastors' eiintrerte. 
May3Wurf^- 


Pray  for  a  team  of  14  from 


ffray  for  a  team  of  10  from 


Pray  for  a  team  of  13  from 


Mid- Delta  FamilyFEST 
July  20-24,  2011 


Mississippi  WMU  is  now  offering  online  training 
for  missions  leaders. 


The  following  seven  conferences  are 
now  available: 

•  How  to  Involve  Churches  in  Associations! 
Missions 

•  How  to  Involve  Your  Church  in  Missions 

•  How  to  Involve  Adults  in  Missions 

•  How  to  Involve  Women  in  Women's 
Ministry 

•  How  to  Involve  Students  in  Missions 

•  How  to  Involve  Children  in  Missions 

•  How  to  Involve  Preschoolers  in  Missions 

These  online  conferences  are  designed  to  train  - 
missions  leaders  in  the  local  association  and  church 
to  facilitate  missions  education  and  ministries  as 
needed  in  their  ministry  environment. 

_  ' 

To  participate  you  must  register  online  at: 
www.mbcb.org/Vn/ssionatratagy/wmu/ 
•ducatkwVonliriatralnlng.aspK 
Online  registration  is  now  open. 

For  more  Information  about  ortiine  training 
please  contact 
Tammy  Anderson 
in  the  Mississippi  WMU  office 
at  800-748-1651,  ext  323,  or 
tandereon@mbcb.org. 


FamilyFEST  is  a  hands-on  missions  project 
designed  to  help  families  connect  with  one 
another  while  doing  missions/ministry 
together.  Any  missions  voiunteers- 
six  years  and  older-  are  encouraged  to  m 
participate.  “ 


The  cost  is  $25  per  individual  or  „ 

a  maximum  of  $50  per  family 
(immediate  family  -  parents  and  their 
children).  The  cost  includes:  registration 
fee.  t-shirt,  event  Insurance,  some  suppft 
some  meals.  Additional  cost  will  Include:  i 
supplies,  meals,  and  housing.  We  are  work 
housing  options. 


To  receive  a  registration  packet  for  this  event 
in  the  Mississippi  WMU  office  (800-748-1651 
3323  or  tanderson9mbcb.org). 


contact  Tammy  Anderson 
ext.  323, or  601-292- 


f-amilyFEST  is  co-sponsored  by  the  Mid-Delta  Baptist  Association,  Men' 
Ministry  (MBCB)  and  Mississippi  WMU  (MBCB). 
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2.  First  Church,  Vandeave 


3.  First  Church,  Philadelphia 


7.  Freeny  Church,  Carthage 


Colton  Br.tnnan, 
Sheldon  Herrington, 
Hunter  Brannan,  and 
Jordan  Pitts. 

5.  Calvary  Church,  Starkville, 
recognizes  its  Bible 
drillers.  Shown  are  the 
participants. 

6.  Tuckers  Crossing  Church, 
Laurel,  recognizes  its 
Bible  drillers.  Shown  are 
the  participants. 

7.  Freeny  Church,  Carthage, 

recognizes  its  Bible 
drillers.  Shown  are 
Victoria  Sprayberry, 

Alana  Patterson,  and 
Savanna  Alford. 


5.  Calvary  Church,  Starkville 


3.  First  Church,  Richton 


O'Mire  Financial 
1-800-844-3254 

406  B  Orchard  Park  Dr. 
Ridgeland,  MS  39157 


4.  Rocky  Creek  Church,  Lucedale 


Vacation  Biblh  School 


1  U&*  Creek  Church'  Magnolia:  June  6  -  10,  8.30  - 

2.  First  Church,  Glendale,  Hattiesburg:  June  5-  10,  5:30 
-  8  p.m.;  ages  3  years  -  6th  grade.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (601)  544-0414. 

3.  First  Church,  Richton,  held  a  Tacky  Tourist  Fashion 

Show  May  15,  with  leaders  and  several  students 
strolling  the  red  carpet  to  promote  VBS.  Shown  are  the 
participants.  — - - - - - 


Bibli  Dkii  i 


Ask  us  about  4  - 
Guaranteed  Income 
Growth  Rider 


I 


Visit  us  online  at 

www.mbcb.org, 

to  learn  more  about 
Mississippi  Baptist 
opportunities. 


6.  Tuckers  Crossing  Church.  Laurel 
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1.  Philadelphia  Church, 
CaseviUe,  recognizes  its 
Bible  drillers.  Shown  are 
Reean  Scott.  Shelby 
Richardson,  Megan 
Givens,  Jesse  Freeman, 
Mark  Richardson,  Morgan 
Scott,  Geoigianna  Pepper. 
Jamie  Richardson,  leader. 


Fust  Church,  Vandeave, 
recognizes  its  Bible 
drillers.  Shown  are  the 
partidpants. 


1.  Philadelphia  Church,  Caaeville 


First  Chuich,  Philadelphia, 

recognizes  its  children's 
Bible  drillers.  From  left: 
Callie  Prince,  Matthew 
Smith,  Madison  Alford, 
Zoie  Henson,  Emma 
Grace  Carlyle,  Andrew 
Carlyle,  Courtney 
Smith,  and  Casey  Hight. 


Creek  Church, 


May  26, 2011 
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/  i  \ 

A  T  < 


Dr.  Rory  Lee,  Executive  Director 
P-O.  Box  27  iliSLiai j 


FEBRUARY  SOU 

MEMORIALS 

Bobby  E.  Turner 

Lester  A  Bette  Herrington 
Mr.  Joe  Turner 

Jack  A  Annie  Lee 
ChurchweU 

Mr*.  Nannie  "Bee"  TWiner 
Spring  Hill  BCWewm 
FeyeUta 

John  and  Nancy  Mffler 
Loieta  Vamado 

Nell  Smith  SSC  Pleaaant 


Ms  Laene  Wood 

Mr*.  Lee  Audi*  Jayroe 
Mr*.  Jinda  Pepper 
Mt  Aaron  Yount 

Jack  A  PriadQa  Northrop 

march  am 
HONORS 

Louiae  A  Nathan  Alvarez 
Arthur  A  Akda  Burnett 
Rev.  A  Mrs  Jim  Meadow* 

Rev.  A  Mr*.  WUfcam  B. 


Hazel  Broom 

Ran  A  Beth  Hill 
Johnnie  Broome 

.  Ron  A  Beth  Hill 
Billy  Brown 

Ms  Susie  Tedder 
M*.  Jo  Ann  Brown 

Mr*  Ouida  B.  Holt 
Mi*  Louiee  Bullock 

Mt  A  Mi*  E.  J.  Crfcham  Sc 
Ralph  Buighard 

Bab  A  Margot  Bern 
Jadtua  Green 
Charles  E  Hughes 
Ms.  Melba  Bush 
Hopewell  BC 

Katherine  Lamb  Carpenter 
Pat  A  Susan  Denton 
Ms.  Virginia  B.  Birdsong 
Judge  Roy  E  Cutaway 
Me  William  R  Barron 
jimmy  A  Jo  Ann  Canuth 
Cart  Dean  duunbiey 
Walter  A  Margarett 
McCool 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Herman  J.  Oatanoff 
Mt  A  Mi*  Covert  Henry 
Howard  Cole 

Tom  A  Robbie  Pettey 
Mr.  Hampton  CoiBer 

Tom  A  Leslie  Harnett 
Mrs  Elizabeth  G  Currey 
Mt  T.  J.  Cooley 

Dt  Joseph  D.  Stringer  Jr. 

F  u  lyCosblow 

Tommy  A  Barber*  Raybum 
*  Hazel  A  Cothn-n 
°  A  Siloem  BC  Meedvflle 

Senior  Citizens  9SC  Siloam 
BC 

Dorothy  Crane 

Jean  Moss  A  Family 
J.T.  Davis 

Netd*  Pickle  A  Family 
Dr  Alan  Day 

Phil  A  Jackye  Murray 
Mr*  Sue  Hamilton 
Mr.  A  Mr*  Ken  Wilkmsun 
Dr  George  Wendell  Deer 
Ralph  A  Sadie  Carroll 
Jennie  Dees 

Joe  A  Leeh  Jarrell 
Lema  Doty 

McCool  BC 


Reba  Vaughn 
'  RJ.  Aldridge 

S  Joy  ce  and  BOae  Price 

Dorothy  Vickers 

Mr*  Charlotte  Vickers 
Alice  Wade 

Kelly  A  Susan  Perry 

■  ■  a  rrt-U  » 

naueu  waiter 

M*  Kathy  P.DeDapemt 
Sue  Webb 

John  and  Nancy  Miller 
Mr*  Bettye  Whitaker 
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The  BCV  employs  Christian,  mission- 
minded,  husband  and  wife  teams,  without 
dependent  children  or  pets,  to  serve  in  the 
position  of  Houseparents.  The  couples  must 
be  mature  Christian  adults  with  personal 
integrity,  character  and  of  good  reputation 
with  standards  and  ethics  expected  of  any 
member  of  The  Baptist  Children's  Village 
staff.  They  receive  a  salary  with  benefits  and 
are  provided  a  private  bedroom  and  meals 
while  on  duty.  The  primary  job  responsibility 
of  Houseparents  is  to  maintain  a  home-like 
environment  that  models  healthy,  Christian 
family  living  for  children  arid  youth 
residents.  They  are  the  primary  caregiver  and 
help  with  everything  from  transportation  and 
homework  to  laundry  and  meals  when  on 
duty.  Houseparent  responsibilities  are  varied 
and  somewhat  dependent  upon  which 
campus  and  to  which  cottage  the  couple  is 
assigned.  However,  all  Houseparents  need  to 
be  in  good  physical,  mental  and  emotional 
health.  They  must  be  cooperative  and 
comfortable  working  in  a  team  environment. 

To  apply  for  the  current  Houseparent 
openings,  please  contact.  Celeste  Cade  at 
eOl -922-2242  ext  309  or  go  to 
www.baptistd udrensvillage.com  to 
download  an  application  and 
complete  job  description. 
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peacekeeper... and  believe  me 
there  is  a  difference).  He  put 
himself  in  the  middle  of  a  situ- 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Invest  in  Others 

^Acta  936-27;  11:19-26;  1536-41 


The  past  few  weeks  we  have 
dealt  with  many  topics  related  to 
spiritual  leadership.  We  have 
studied  subjects  sum  as  courage; 
influence,  God's  purposes,  and 
our  private  walk  with  the  Load. 
We  conclude  our  time  together 
with  a  crudal  component  of  lead¬ 
ership  that  is  desperately  needed 
in  today*  s  churches:  investing  in 
others.  It  has  been  said  that  no 
millionaire  became  wealthy  by 
investing  in  their  own  savings 
account.  When  we  devote  our 
lives  and  gifts  in  making  disci¬ 
ples  for  Christ  we  are  truly  lead¬ 
ing  like  Jesus.  When  He  chose 
disciples  during  His  earthly  min¬ 
istry,  Jesus  wasn't  just  seeking 
friendship.  He  was  searching  for 
individuals  He  could  teach,  trust 
and  ultimately;  be  left  with  the 
task  of  carrying  out  the  great 
commission.  Some  of  the  most 
frustrating  times  in  the  ministry 
of  Jesus  were  with  those  He  was 


closest  They  shared 
incredible  highs  and  terri¬ 
ble  lows,  but  hey  did  so 
together. 

Christ-like  leaders  are  N 
aware  that  the  only  way  to 
assure  continuation  of  he  Gospel 
is  to  be  willing  to  take  the  time 
and  energy  to  invest  in  others. 
This  is  not  easy  and  is  often  frus¬ 
trating,  but  we  must  be  proactive 
in  mentoring  or  disapling  one  on 
one.  The  truest  test  of  leadership 
may  be  our  ability  to  impart  ana 
change  he  life  of  not  thousands, 
but  rather  one  at  a  time.  I  know 
on  a  personal  level  hat  people 
Kke  my  parents,  my  wife  Amy, 
Steve  Stone;  Frank  Pollard,  Matt 


Invest  On  Purpose 

Investing  in  others 
doesn't  just  happen. 
Investments  should  be 
intentional.  The  rela¬ 
tionships  we  build  with 
other  people  cause  us 
to  stretm  ourselves  and 


Buckles,  Judy  Colder  and  many 
others  have  helped  me  in  my 
journey.  Through  their  encour¬ 
agement  challenges,  and  prayers 
I  am  an  incredibly  blessed  man. 
There  are  three  brief  tij»  on 
investing  in  others  I  would  sub¬ 
mit  for  your  consideration  this 

WCCA. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Be  Forgiving 


Philemon  1-25 


While  writing  thin  final  les- 
<dn  of  me*  quartet  niy  Town  is 
in  recovery  mode  from  the  F-3 
tornado  that  swep1:  through. 
While  destruction  is  wide¬ 
spread  not  one  life  was  lost  and 
folks  are  calling  it  a  miracle. 
Folks  are  also  saying,  "I  might 
have  lost  my  house,  but  I  still 
have  my  family  and  friends!" 
Why  does  it  often  take  a 
tragedy  to  put  our  jviorities  in 
order?  On  the  other  hand,  how 
many  times  do  we  see  regret  at 
a  funeral  because  tilings 
weren't  said... forgiveness  was¬ 
n't  given  or  we,  too  late,  realize 
that  grudges  were  just  not 
worth  it? 

Our  lesson  title  "Be 
Forgiving"  goes  a  bit  further 
tb  simply  sayinz,  "forgive." 
T i .  title  indicates  a  lifestyle  that 
Christians  should  adopt.  It  is 
an  on-going  process... as  you 


go — be  forgiving.  Easier 
said  than  done,  huh?  We 
try  to  justify  holding  a 
grudge  Try  pointing  out 
mat  what  they  did  to  us  ( 
was  worse  than  anything 
ever  done  to  them.  We  cry,  "I 
have  a  "right"  not  to  forgive." 
But  what  does  That  right  aceom- 


site  side  of  this.  I  have  asked  for 
forgiveness,  and  for  a  restored 
relationship,  yet  sadly,  was 
refused  and  the  grudge  held 
against  me,  grew  into  bitterness 
that  affected  all  those  around. 

Paul  personally  understood 
the  joy  of  forgiveness!  The  very 
people  he  at  one  time  set  out  to 
kill  had  brought  him  into 
Christian  fellowship  after 
Barnabas  encouraged  them  to 
give  him  a  second  chance.  (Acts 
9:27)  Maybe  that  was  why  this 
special  letter  was  sent  to 
rtiilemon.  Perhaps  he  saw  a  bit 
of  himself  in  this  situation.  Faul 


Involve  Other  People 

I  hope  by  now  you  have 
learned  the  valuable  leadership 
lesson  of  assistance.  No  matter 
if  it  is  within  the  family,  a  busi¬ 
ness,  or  church,  we  all  need  the 
help  of  others  to  assure  success. 


had  led  this  young, 
run-away  slave 
Onesimus  to  the  Lord 
and  now  Onesimus 
needed  his  own 
"Barnabas"  to  speak 
for  him.  Paul  had  dis- 
cipled  him  and  he  had 
become  like  a  son,  but 
there  was  something 
Irace  left  undone.  So  Pain 
insisted  he  go  back  to 
Philemon,  his  master,  and  meet 
with  him  face  to  face. 

We  don't  know  exactly  what 
Onesimus  had  done  but  we  do 
know  he  had  not  been  a  believ¬ 
er  He  had  lost  his  Master's 
trust  and  had  incurred  his 
anger  so  he  felt  his  only  option 
was  to  run.  All  of  us,  one  time 
or  another,  have  hurt  someone 
else.  Maybe  we  didn't  mean 
to — maybe  we  did —  but 
instead  of  seeking  to  restore 
the  relationship,  we  have  run. 
We  run  by  avoidance  or  justifi¬ 
cation  of  our  actions  but  the 
results  are  the  same... a  hurt 
and  broken  relationship. 

Sometime  we  are  the  one 
who  has  been  hurt  We  justify 
this  position  for  we  are  "vic- 


risky.  Read  Acts  926-2? 
i  McKay  W«  forget  that  even  the 
J  great  Saul  (later  Apostle 

Gospel  Paul)  needed  a  friend  Barnabas 
le  time  stepped  up  and  was  Saul's  advo- 
others.  cate  to  the  disciples.  He  shared 
sifrus-  with  them  the  Damascus  road 
oactive  account.  Barnabas  put  his  own 
one  on  name  and  neck  on  the  line  for  a 
fership  new  believer.  Are  we  doing  the 
art  ana  same  for  new  Christians  in  our 
isands,  church  family?  Churches  that  do 
I  know  not  intentionally  reach  out  and 
people  invest  in  their  oommunify  run 
f  Amy,  the  risk  of  losing  their  usefulness 
L  Matt  in  their  church  field.  Is  it  risky? 
I  many  You  bet  Is  it  worth  it?  No  doubt! 


that  I  could  physically  or  men¬ 
tally  do  everything  needed  at 
the  church  I  serve  Dy  myself.  I 
am  dependent  on  the  girts  and 
talents  of  many  others  in  seeing 
the  mission  of  the  church  car¬ 
ried  out  The  bibfe  never  calls 
us  to  be  Lone  Rangers  for  Jesus. 
Nor  does  God  call  any  minister 
to  be  a  C.E.O.  or  dictator  to  the 
bride  of  Christ  In  Acts  11:19-26 
we  read  about  the  early  church 
sending  Barnabas  to  Antioch  to 
verify  some  good  reports  of 
many  people  being  saved.  Why 
Barnabas?  Because  of  him, 
Saul  was  accejrted  by  the  other 
disciples.  Barnabas  was  trust¬ 
worthy  and  known  for  his  sen¬ 
sitivity  to  the  Holy  Spirit  and 
His  workings.  The  willingness 
of  the  disciples  to  allow  other 
people  to  share  the  Gospel 
enabled  the  salvation  of  many 
souls  and  a  region  to  turn  to 
God  in  repentance. 

Insight  Of  Possibilities 
The  last  glimpse  of  Barnabas 
in  this  week  s  study  is  one  of  the 
most  talked  about  occurrences  in 
the  early  church.  Acts  1536-41 
records  a  disagreement  between 


tuns."  However,  if  those  who 
are  hurt  do  not  seek  tr)- forgive, 
they  will  find  themselves  bitter 
and  angry  people.  Some  might 
even  be  serving  as  leaders  in 
their  church,  as  was  Philemon. 
This  can  cause  a  standstill.  So 
many  congregations  cannot 
move  forward  Decause  of  un¬ 
forgiveness  among  its  mem¬ 
bership.  Angffr  seems  to  be 
brewing  just  under  the  surface 
and  there  is  a  subtle  unrest  in 
the  church.  Friend,  un-for- 
giveness  brings  bondage  to  an 
entire  congregation.  Although 
Paul's  chains  were  real,  he 
understood  that  Philemon  had 
chains  of  his  own  to  which  he 
alone  held  the  key. 

Because  of  this,  Paul  took  on 
the  roll  of  peacemaker  (not 


ation  in  which  he  clearly  saw 
both  sides.  His  clarification  that 
Onesimus  was  now  a  believer 
and  his  encouragement  for 
Philemon  to  forgive,  came  with 
an  admission  that  wrong  had 
been  committed  but  that  for¬ 
giveness  needed  to  be  given. 


Paul  and  Barnabas.  It  boiled 
down  to  the  fact  that  Paul  refused 
to  lake  John  Mark  with  him  an  a 
mission  trip  because  he  deserted 
him  in  the  past  Barnabas,  being 
the  aonstant  cheerleader,  tried  to 
assure  Paul  that  John  Mark  had 
matured  and  would  be  an  asset 
to  him.  At  this  point  I  would  like 
to  add  that  it  is  sad  mat  Paul  soon 
forgot  he  needed  a  second  chance 
ana  now  refused  to  give  this 
same  grace  to  John  Mark. 
Ultimately,  Paul  won  the  argu¬ 
ment  but  God  got  the  glory.  Both 
Paul  and  John  Mark  would  do 
great  things  for  God's  kingdom. 
John  Mark  is  the  author  of  the 
gospel  of  Mark  while  Paul  would 
pen  two- thirds  of  the  New 
Testament  and  would  become 
the  second  greatest  figure  in  first 
centuiy  Christianity  behind 
Jesus,  it  is  good  to  note  that  these 
two  reconciled  later  in  life. 
Barnabas  saw  the  possibility  of 
neatness  in  the  lives  of  both  of 
these  men.  Are  we  willing  to  take 
the  risk,  ask  for  help,  andlook  for 
the  good  in  others?  If  so,  you  are 
real  leaders!  f 

McKay  is  pastor  of  HarperviUe 
Church,  Harvennlle. 


He  did  this  for  Onesimus,  yes, 
but  more  so  for  the  .health  and 
fellowship  of  the  church  in 
Colossae.  Make  no  mistake, 
when  discontent  and  un-for¬ 
giveness  is  in  a  church,  it  is  a 
foothold  for  satan. 

We  have  been  each  of  these 
people  at  one  time  or  another 
and  Paul  through  this  letter 
encourages  each  of  us  to  seek 
forgiveness,  offer  forgiveness,  or 
encourage  forgiveness.  This 
should  be  the  lifestyle  of  every 
bom  again  believer.  Had 
Christ  not  forgiven  us,  where 
would  we  be?  Christ  is  the 
great  relationship  restorer.  Let 
the  picture  of  the  cross  come 
to  your  mind.  He  who 
endured  more  hurt  than  we 
can  image,  looked  down  at  the 
very  people  who  were  killing 
His  earthly  body  and  said, 
"Father;  forgive  them,  for  they 
do  not  know  what  they  are 
doing."  Luke  23:34  (NIV)  Be 
forgiving  and  see  what  God 
will  do  in  your  life! 

Grace  iso.  conference  speaker 
and  Bible  teacher  and  is  a  member 
of  First  Church,  Clinton. 


The  Baptist  Pacord  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  phfrographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
forms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  address  betow,  and  must  be  corv 

Itained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e- 
maii  form.  Due  to  Increasing  virus  threats, 
no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted. 
Photograph  attachments  are  permissible. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of 
the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
address  and  telephone  number. 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  and  <*g tat  printouts  are 
not  repnxfcjdbte.  Digital  priori-  may  bs  used  I 


submitted  as  a  JPEG  He  via  either  (a)  e-mail, 
(b)  three-and-a-ha#  inch  floppy  dtafc,  or  (c)  CD. 
Photos  must  be  dear,  sharp,  and  weMghted. 
Ce«  phone  photographs  and  other  tow  resolu¬ 
tion  (tome  are  generally  not  publishable 
Photograph*  can  not  be  returned.  Please 
do  not  attach  photo*  with  tape  or  staples. 


All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing,  and 
ail  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping. 
Photographs  must  depict  people.  No  land¬ 
scape-,  building-,  or  object-only  photographs 
will  be  printed.  News  items  and/or  pho¬ 
tographs  can  be  published  one  time  only. 
News  items  and/tor  photographs  depicting 
benefits  and  activities  for  secular  or  outside 
organizations  will  not  be  published.  Deadline 
for  submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  to 
requested  publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530.  FAX.  (601)  292-3330.  E-mail: 
baptiatreoord9mbcb.org. 


